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support... 
Donations: 

Although we charge some of our clientele on a sliding financial scale in 
order to bring ownership to the process, this ministry is not self-
sustaining.  The majority of our support requires the partnership of 
God’s people to financially enter in, take up the cause and give 
generously so this ministry may continue.   

By Check: 
Make checks payable to:  
 

New Covenant Legal Services 

4236 Lindell Blvd, Suite 201 
St. Louis, MO 63108 

While the bulk of the legal work of NCLS is done by its director, we rely on 
volunteers including attorneys and others who are willing to help the urban poor 
work through legal issues.  The St. Louis Christian legal community is blessed with 
an extraordinary number of talented and experienced law professionals and part 
of our mission is to engage and coordinate these legal resources. 
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On Friday, November 3,  Al Johnson 

and I drove down to Potosi, MO to visit 
Maurice Cox, an inmate at the Potosi 
Correctional Institute. My initial 
observations of the facility will be detailed 
here. 

When we arrived at the penitentiary at 
approximately 2:45 PM, I immediately 
noticed that there was barbed wire and 
fencing everywhere on the perimeter of 
the prison. What I would come to 
understand is that Potosi is a maximum-

Al W. Johnson -- Attorney at Law 
Director, NCLS Ministry 

Continued on page 2 

security prison. These large fences with 
barbed wire dispersed throughout would be 
discouraging for anyone who hopes to 
someday leave the confines of the 
penitentiary. 

We first entered a security area.  We were 
met by three officers at separate stations 
inside. One officer was by the metal 
detector, one at another station to check 
ID’s, and finally one to open the gate doors. 
There were lockers for visitors to place their 
valuables in. I found it somewhat odd that 
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one of the officers told us to place our ID’s in plastic Ziploc 
bags. There was nothing but white walls all around. After we 
were let in, we proceeded to enter an elevator to go down to 
the visitor floor. I remember thinking that this elevator was 
quite large, like a freight elevator. We went down a long 
corridor with lights every three steps or so. 

Inside the prison it was clean, organized and orderly. When 
we reached the visiting area, I immediately noticed vending 
machines, a mural on the wall, toys for infant children, and 
board games. It was as if they were trying to maintain some 
piece of society inside the domain of these prison walls.  

This was not what I expected a visiting area of a penitentiary 
to look like, although there were the glass call boxes often 
portrayed in movies. There were also two long rectangular 
tables set in the middle of the visitor’s area for visitors to sit 
at. I expected circular, lunch room, type tables. I expected 
many people sitting at tables talking to friends and family, but 
surprisingly, we were the only ones there. There was one 
solitary window, which led straight through to a wall on the 
outside. I noticed that above that wall was a net that 

connected to the building we were currently in.  

After our meeting, we asked Maurice if we could pray for him 
before we left, and he said we could. So, we prayed for him 
and then departed from the facility. Overall, my first visit to a 
penitentiary was both eye-opening and informative. It was an 
experience I will never forget. 

 

A Friday Visit  

Being the chair of a non-profit focused on justice isn’t 

always easy.  For one thing, there is much incompetence in all 
of the related professions, the U. S. Justice system being one of 
them. For another, people disagree—often viciously—about 
how to define “justice.”  But at the end of the day, there is a 
growing need in America for a simpler definition:  what I like to 
think of as “everyday justice.” 
 
What’s everyday justice?  Well, think about how “justice” is 
relevant every single day of our lives – in tiny ways, in terms of 
interpersonal relationships, or just encountering people who 
are different from ourselves.  Consider a few of the verses that 
come up easily in a Google search on biblical justice. For some 
of the following verses, I utilize more colloquial translations, 
such as the Living Bible --- because, they make Scripture sound 
more like something a friend might say to a friend, in real time: 
 

Exodus 23:9, NLT You must not oppress foreigners. 
You know what it’s like to be a foreigner, for you 
yourselves were once foreigners in the land of Egypt. 
 
Romans 12:16, NIV Live in harmony with one another. 
Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people 
of low position. 
 
Hebrews 13:2, ESV Do not neglect to show hospitality 
to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels 
unawares. 

 
How we entertain our guests over these next holidays is telling 
about our own internal sense of justice.  Of course, we’ve all 
felt like foreigners – so that should help us interact with actual 
foreigners.  Simple, everyday justice.  As Exodus explains; each 
of us knows what it’s like to feel alone and abandoned, like a 
stranger.  As it says in Romans:  let’s be willing to associate 
with people of low position.  And as Hebrews tells us:  Let’s 

show some hospitality.  You never know – it might even turn 
out to be an angelic blessing to you, too! 
 
Here’s another great verse: This is what the LORD says: Be fair-
minded and just. Do what is right! Help those who have been 
robbed; rescue them from their oppressors… Do not mistreat 
foreigners, orphans, and widows… (Jeremiah 22:3, NLT).  
That’s another form of everyday justice—being fair-minded!  
Rescuing the oppressed!  These are central missions of NCLS.  
And I believe that finding a way to be part of the NCLS team 
signals one’s fair-mindedness, one’s hope of rescuing the lost, 
and one’s desire to contribute to a real, concrete, everyday 
justice. 
 
As the year comes to an end, and 2018 dawns in just a few 
more days, I challenge you to give more than just writing a 
check.  (Yes, I want that too!!)   But I challenge you to consider 
volunteering in even more meaningful ways to NCLS.  And why 
not make a big end-of-year donation as well? 
 

Merry Christmas!  -- Hal Bush, Chair of the Board of NCLS 
 

 

Defend the cause of the weak and 

fatherless; maintain the rights of the 

poor and oppressed. Rescue the weak 

and needy; deliver them from the 

hand of the wicked. 
 

Psalm 82: 3-4 

NCLS Litigation Update  

In our last newsletter we gave you a brief overview of a 

case involving one of our clients who has struggled with drug 
addiction over the past ten years.  Rachel – not her real name 
– had accumulated a number of misdemeanor and felony 
criminal charges as a result of her drug problem.  Warrants 
were pending on three cases in three separate jurisdictions.  
On Monday, December 11, 2017, we were able to obtain a 
favorable disposition on the most serious case: a felony that 
was pending in the City of St. Louis.  Amazingly, after hearing 
Rachel’s story of her successful battle to overcome addiction, 
the Circuit Attorney’s Office dismissed the pending felony 
charge against her!  With the help of NCLS volunteer, Attorney 
Jim Knappenberger, we were also able to obtain favorable 
dispositions, including modest fines, on two other municipal 
ordinance violations that were pending against Rachel.  When 
I gave Rachel the news about the dismissal of the felony 
charges, I got an instant e-mail response that read as follows: 
 
Thank you so much!!!! I am convinced God brought New 
Covenant Legal Services in my life. I will share this story to 
every addict I know in hopes of bringing them to Jesus and 

away from Satan!!!  I just pray I bring Him glory every single 
day of my life. God bless NCLS for believing in me and my 
hopes and dreams. Thank you. 
 
NCLS will continue to work with Rachel to try to resolve some 
domestic issues that she is also facing. Grace and Peace 
Fellowship, one of our supporting churches, has walked 
closely with Rachel to assist her. NCLS volunteer Deb 
Eisenbraun, a Grace and Peace member, has provided both 
counsel and transportation for her.   
 
NCLS relies heavily on volunteer attorneys and lay people to 
assist our efforts.  Because we have very limited staffing, our 
volunteers fill in the gaps and allow us to effectively represent 
people like Rachel.  Since we opened our new offices in 
September, we have recorded roughly two times the number 
of volunteer hours as in the prior eight months of 2017.   
 
If you would like to be either an NCLS volunteer or financially 
contribute to assist us in our continued representations of 
young people like Rachel, please contact us! 

NCLS relies on volunteers and supporters like Attorney Gene 

Fahrenkrog and retired Cass Bank VP Ted Winters, pictured here 

at the NCLS open house in October 


