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URBAN JUSTICE 

support... 
Donations: 

Although we charge some of our clientele on a sliding financial scale in 
order to bring ownership to the process, this ministry is not self-
sustaining.  The majority of our support requires the partnership of 
God’s people to financially enter in, take up the cause and give 
generously so this ministry may continue.   

By Check: 
Make checks payable to:  
 

New Covenant Legal Services 

4236 Lindell Blvd, Suite 201 
St. Louis, MO 63108 

Online: 
www.newcovenantlegalservices.org 
Click “Donations” link at bottom of 
page 

While the bulk of the legal work  of NCLS is done by its director, we rely on 
volunteers including attorneys and others who are willing to help the urban poor 
work through legal issues.  The St. Louis Christian legal community is blessed with 
an extraordinary number of talented and experienced law professionals and part 
of our mission is to engage and coordinate these legal resources. 

New Covenant Legal Services 
Al W. Johnson 

4236 Lindell Blvd, Suite 201 
Saint Louis, MO 63108 

(314) 726-6489 - awj@awj-law.com 
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Al W. Johnson -- Attorney at Law 
Director, NCLS Ministry 

From Left to Right: George Boden, Janice Canda, Julius Bestman, Al Johnson 

Many of our friends and supporters ask me 
what we do on a day-to-day basis at New 
Covenant.  Our days are generally devoted 
to about half of our time on basic client 
services and the other half on administrative 
issues. People think attorneys spend all their 
time in Court. Actually we try hard to keep 
our clients out of Court and in a typical week 
we make only one or two Court 
appearances. 

Tuesday, March 6, 2018 was a very typical 

day.  At 8:30 a.m., my wife Susan and I have 
our morning prayer time and include a 
generous segment of our prayer time to 
NCLS.  Finances have been a little slow the 
last two months at NCLS and, as a result, we 
have been unable to meet all of our financial 
obligations.  At 9:00 a.m. I arrive at the NCLS 
offices and begin reviewing e-mails and 
phone messages while getting ready for a 
busy day. I respond to about 10—15 e-mails 
every day. Tuesday is a day off for our legal  
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He raises the poor from the dust and 
lifts the needy from the ash heap; He 
seats them with princes and has them 
inherit a throne of honor 

1 Samuel 2:8 



New Covenant 
Legal Services 
would like to 
honor volunteer 
Deb Eisenbraun! 
Deb attends 
Grace and Peace 
Fellowship 
Church in St. 
Louis, where she 
is a Deacon and 
team leader for 

the church food pantry. Deb is actively involved in 
volunteering for the church and around St. Louis.  

 Last year, Deb met a downtrodden young woman through her 
church named Rachel. Rachel was a former shelter guest, and 
had lost custody of her newborn baby because of drug use. 
She was in a bad place in her life when Deb met her, but over 
the next year Deb would help Rachel in her walk with the Lord.  

 Deb helped Rachel get job interviews and helped her with 
transportation. Rachel didn’t believe she would be qualified 

for any job because of her unfortunate background, but to her 
surprise she ended up getting one shortly after meeting Deb! 

Deb would read scripture to Rachel throughout their time 
together, which Rachel was very responsive to. Her favorite 
verse is Colossians 1:19-20 – “For God was pleased to have all 
his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to 
himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, 
by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.” 

 Rachel had some legal troubles, and Deb was able to put her 
in touch with NCLS. “Al Johnson took us by the hand, met with 
us in court, and used his legal knowledge to set [Rachel] free 
to live her life.”  

 Before meeting with NCLS, Rachel thought she would never 
be able to pass a background check, never get a job, and never 
get a driver’s license. Today, she has done all of these things! 
Rachel has a job, and apartment, and Jesus is her hope in life. 

NCLS is grateful to have such a dedicated servant of the Lord 
in Deb Eisenbraun to help connect people like Rachel with our 
ministry!  

A Special Thanks to Our Volunteers A Day at New Covenant  

assistant, Janice Canda, but we have several other volunteers 
engaged.  At 10:00 a.m. Kurt Eisleben, our NCLS Treasurer 
and one of our most dedicated volunteers, arrives.  He is 
joined by my wife Susan and together they spend 
approximately 2 ½ hours looking over the finances, paying 
bills, and preparing and finishing up on some end-of-the-year 
reporting, with some limited input from me. 

I spend the rest of my morning returning phone calls to lay 
volunteers and attorneys as well as addressing some other 
administrative tasks.  At 12:30 p.m., I meet with a young 
woman who is having a serious landlord/tenant issue.  She 
moved into a house, paid a $1,000 deposit, but the landlord 
never provided her heat or proper-functioning electricity.  
She moved out of the house after three months, and the 
landlord is now suing her in St. Louis City Circuit Court for 
alleged past-due rent.  She has a Court date on March 9th. 
Unfortunately, this is a very typical story, as poor people in 
the City of St. Louis are frequently forced to deal with 
unscrupulous landlords.  We agree to help her and appear in 
Court with her. In an effort to resolve the case, I also made an 
unsuccessful call to the landlord to see if he would be willing 
to dismiss the suit.  

 She was depressed during much of the meeting and near 
tears.  At the end of our meeting, I offered to pray with her 
and she brightened up immediately.  We said a prayer and 
she left.  

At 1:30 p.m. our law clerk, George Boden, arrived.  We are 
blessed to have George.  He is one of the top second-year law 

students at Washington University and is Editor of the Law 
Review.  He volunteers his time to NCLS.  George met with 
one of our elderly clients who is having her home foreclosed.  
Her husband died several years ago, and she was unable to 
keep up the mortgage payments.  We are working on an 
arrangement with the mortgage servicer to have her sign the 
deed over to the mortgagor and she will not owe any future 
or past mortgage payments.  After she leaves George and I 
prepare a letter to the mortgage servicer. At 4:00 p.m., with 
everybody gone, I began the task of returning a few final 
phone calls for the day.  One of them is a lengthy phone 
consult with a young man who believes he was wrongfully 
terminated from a job.  I listened to the facts of his case and 
advised him that I do not think NCLS can help him.  I 
suggested some steps he could take to try to protect himself 
from future issues.   

Just before I leave, I received an e-mail notifying me that a 
major donor had made a $5,000 contribution to NCLS!  Our 
prayers are answered and NCLS is solvent for another month.  
Later this week, I will be making a court appearance on behalf 
of the young woman with the landlord/tenant problem.  The 
world we deal with every day is one of brokenness, financial 
ruin, and exploitation of the poor.  Our clients are not always 
victims; sometimes their own sinful and irresponsible 
behavior has contributed to their poor circumstances. Still, 
through all things we trust God to use us as instruments of 
justice, repentance and reconciliation. 

NCLS is incredibly grateful for the dedication, compassion, and 
hard work we’ve received over the last year from our group of 
over twenty volunteers. Our 2017 Volunteer hours are 
officially in, and we are proud to say that our group of twenty 
NCLS volunteers contributed over 450 hours of time and effort 
last year to help make this ministry so special.  

Volunteers at NCLS work on a variety of different projects and 
always wear many hats. In any given week an NCLS volunteer 
may help a client with transportation to a court hearing, assist 
with GED programs, counsel clients generally with their 
various family situations, help Al Johnson with administrative 
tasks, and as always, help our clients in their walk with the 
Lord. None of the above tasks require legal knowledge—in 
fact, most of NCLS’s volunteer staff have little to no legal 
background. These volunteers are some of our most valuable. 
There is never a shortage of administrative work to be done 
around the office, and we are extremely grateful for their hard 
work! 

On the legal side, NCLS attorney-volunteers are consistently 

busy working on cases that demand their specialized 
knowledge. NCLS is fortunate to have a robust network of 
specialist lawyers that allows us to tackle almost any legal 
issue for our clients. These volunteer attorneys go to court 
with our clients, counsel them individually, and work on their 
cases with the same amount of diligence and respect you 
would expect from any big-time private attorney in St. Louis.  

Behind the scenes, NCLS’s two legal interns are busy 
conducting legal research, following up with clients, and 
making sure that our cases move along on a consistent 
schedule.  

On behalf of the NCLS Board and our clients, we would like to 
extend my sincere thanks to all of our volunteers for helping 
make St. Louis a better place through the NCLS ministry.  

 If you are interested in volunteering for NCLS, contact our 
Director Al Johnson at (314) 726-6489, or via email at  
awj@awj-law.com. 

 

Spotlight: NCLS Volunteer Deb Eisenbraun 

In the last few months we have settled a number of our open 
cases. Several of our newer cases include two guardianship 
matters. In one of them, we represent a grandmother whose 
daughter died under tragic circumstances, leaving two 
children ages fifteen and nine.  The grandmother needs to get 
a guardianship so that she can continue to oversee their 
educational and medical needs. We need to finalize this 
matter rather quickly, as the only other option for the 
children is to go into State custody. Guardianships are 
critically important because they provide legal protection for 
children who do not have parents. The only other option for 
many of these children is going into state custody and 

entering the foster parent system, which does not always 
provide the most stable home environment. 
 
We are involved in another guardianship case where we are 
actually attempting to undue a guardianship. Our client is a 
young woman who lost custody of her seven-year-old child 
when she went to prison in 2014. When she got out in 
November of 2016, the guardian refused to let her see the 
child. We filed an action to terminate or modify the 
guardianship in St. Louis City Circuit Court to either allow her 
to have full custody of the child or to at least obtain some 
regular visitation rights.   

Deb Eisenbraun, left, with Eddie Jones (Board Member),  
Eric Banks (Attorney), and  Brandi Miller (Attorney)  


