Donations:

support...

Although we charge some of our clientele on a sliding financial scale in
order to bring ownership to the process, this ministry is not selfsustaining. The majority of our support requires the partnership of
God’s people to financially enter in, take up the cause and give
generously so this ministry may continue.
Online:

By Check:

www.newcovenantlegalservices.org
Click “Donations” link at bottom of
page

Make checks payable to:
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contact...

volunteer...
While the bulk of the legal work of NCLS is done by its director, we rely on
volunteers including attorneys and others who are willing to help the urban poor
work through legal issues. The St. Louis Christian legal community is blessed with
an extraordinary number of talented and experienced law professionals and part
of our mission is to engage and coordinate these legal resources.
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We are all aware that a new season is starting.
The weather is changing, and the leaves are
turning. When nature moves from season to
season, the earth responds, and we can see
the physical reactions. It is very much the
same in the seasons of life.
NCLS is
experiencing tremendous seasonal growth and
the changes have been exciting to see! As our
caseload has more than doubled our need for
more hands to help is increasing. Luke 10:2
says, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers
are few.” We are in a “plentiful” season and

God has blessed us by beginning to send
specific workers to help.
Our volunteer attorneys help assist us with
cases. They share expert advice with each
other, meet with clients, and take on as much
extra casework as they can. The wide range of
expertise has been invaluable, particularly as
our cases have poured in and evolved. NCLS
has a range of cases that cover many different
areas of law. We have on our current case
load a criminal
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NCLS is Blessed with a New Volunteer Attorney

NCLS Growing Strong
law/civil case, landlord/tenant cases, a class action suit, debt
collection cases, guardianship cases, and expungement cases.
Not all non-for-profit firms have lawyers with trial experience.
NCLS has the added advantage of attorneys with years of
litigation experience allowing us to take unique cases including
wrongful imprisonment, sentence commutations, and civil cases.
Each different legal area demands a unique perspective. For
instance:




Landlord/tenant laws frequently favor landlords, who are
more educated about their rights. A large percentage of the
population does not know their basic legal rights, and they
often sign documents without realizing the ramifications.
We have estimated that between 300-500 people go
through Divisions 27 and 28 of the St. Louis City Court every
week. These Divisions are the landlord/tenant and debt
collectors Courts. That means that there are thousands of
people going through the Court system every year without
any idea as to what legal protection they are afforded.
Knowing the Missouri Merchandising Practices Act as well as
the statutes laid out in landlord/tenant law is invaluable for
our attorneys to defend our clients. It also protects the
poor from being taken advantage of by giving them the
ability to have a jury trial and file class action suits.
Payday loan companies are potentially the most
unregulated business section in Missouri, and Missouri is
one of the least regulated States in the U.S. As such,
Missouri does not have a cap on how much interest these
companies can charge in loans over $500, often resulting in
interest rates as high as 300-400%. As a result, companies
put wage garnishments on clients. That frequently means
that the person repaying the loan ends up paying back
thousands of dollars more than they borrowed. As this is a
contract between two parties, it is very difficult to find
legislation that will favor the victims of these companies.



Expungement law has recently been modified, making it
easier for individuals who have minor infractions on their
records to get their records expunged.



Criminal and Civil Law cases require the ability to litigate in
front of a judge. This means that an attorney not only needs
a specific type of legal understanding, it also requires a huge
amount of work including research, jury selection (if a jury
trial is needed), an understanding of how to litigate in a
Court, and the ability to work with witnesses and clients.

A large part of the increase in cases we have seen is due to a
new project NCLS has begun, partnering with Legal Services of
Eastern Missouri. Through networking with the presiding Judge
of the St. Louis City Circuit Courthouse, we were given
permission to set up an information table between Divisions 27
and 28. Every week NCLS and LSEM have different attorneys
supervise the table offering free legal advice. Out of this
enterprise we have accrued many new cases including:


A landlord/tenant case involving a single mother who
moved into an apartment that the landlord did not have an
occupancy permit for. After asking for help from the
landlord multiple times, she decided to withhold a month of
rent until it was fixed. The apartment was in such a state of
disrepair that it became unhealthy to live there. The
landlord decided to sue for an eviction and continued to
fight their cause despite the fact that the apartment was
later condemned. NCLS is currently in the process of
helping this young lady receive financial restitution.



A payday/installment loan case in which a woman took out
an $900 loan and has paid back more than $4,500 through
wage garnishments. The loan company is charging an
exorbitant 99% interest rate and are saying that she still
owes over $2,000.
NCLS is working to stop the
garnishments.

While the City Courthouse Project has brought an exciting
amount of work, it has also presented an incredible challenge.
We have more than doubled the amount of calls, consults, and
cases coming in. As this has happened, we have had to become
more specific in the types of cases we can and cannot take. NCLS
has the potential to grow rapidly, and we are trying to wisely
monitor how much we can take on and still effectively help our
clients. This will include needing more hands to help in this
season of rapid growth as “the harvest is plentiful.” It is no
longer a question of, “what can we do,” but, “how can we help.”
Our city is full of opportunities and poised for true change. We
are excited about the potential of new workers coming in and
are looking to what God will do as a result.

Defend the cause of the weak and
fatherless; maintain the rights of the
poor and oppressed. Rescue the weak
and needy; deliver them from the
hand of the wicked.
Psalm 82: 3-4

Eric Bronner is an
attorney who has
come
alongside
NCLS to help lighten
the load. As usual,
God’s timing has
been perfect! Eric
has
been
a
tremendous help
and has taken a
large amount of the
landlord/tenant
cases that have
poured into the office. He comes two days a week and also
volunteers for our City Courthouse Project on Thursday mornings.
Eric graduated from Washington University in 2009 with a degree
in law. He has a background in Real Estate Law and is currently
working as a Real Estate agent in the St. Louis area. His specified

knowledge in that area has been particularly key as we have had
a large influx of landlord/tenant cases. Many of these cases are
straight-forward, but several have turned out to be quite
complex. One of the cases has even been forwarded to the
Attorney General Josh Hawley’s office for review as a possible
class action case.
Eric has willingly jumped in and taken a large percentage of the
case load, allowing us to help more people. He is volunteering his
time which is such a valuable commodity particularly for a
married father. He and his wife, Halli, have been married for 19
years and have three children; Jude (13), Chloe (10), Titus (8).
Eric also works full time. Between balancing church, sports
events for his sons, family life, and work Eric has shown so much
capacity and compassion for the clientele that we serve. His
strong walk with God and his belief in justice for the poor have
made him a fantastic addition to our NCLS team! NCLS greatly
appreciates all of the time he has been able to volunteer.

Intern Tiffany Hill—An Exciting Addition to the Team!
Tiffany Hill, of Chicago, Illinois, is a senior at Washington
University in St. Louis majoring in Urban Studies, with a
concentration in Social and Public Policy. Her other focus areas of
study include Legal Studies and African and African American
Studies in the College of Arts and Sciences. In her intellectual
field, she has examined the social, political,
economic, demographic, and spatial
transformations of cities and metropolitan
areas, as well as the evolution of legal
practices within. Her academic interests
stemmed from an early engagement in
community service, within and beyond her
local church, and from experiences growing
up in the city of Chicago—a city known for
its
central
business
district,
yet
marginalized urban and peri-urban
communities.
Having
personally
encountered both inner city and suburban
life, and the varying institutions and social
structures that demonize one and benefit
the other, Tiffany has committed to
learning more about the how legal institutions impact urban
spaces. This past summer, she interned for Chapman and Cutler
LLP as a Business Operations/Office Services Intern in the heart of
her own city. Assisting the Director of Business Operations, she
had a hand in many legal project initiatives, including business
continuity planning, office utilization reporting and assessment
models.

At Wash U, Tiffany is the Co-Vice President for the Black Pre-Law
Association (BPLA), the Girl’s Club Co-Coordinator for City Faces,
a student-run volunteer organization, a member of the Resident
Advisor Training Committee and a Residential Advisor (RA) for
upperclassman students. She is also serving as an RA, and is the
primary
source
of
communication,
programming, counseling, and crisis
management. Tiffany ensures the general
safety and well-being of her residential
communities,
while
also
enforcing
University regulations.
As an Enterprise Holdings and Benjamin A.
Gilman scholar, Tiffany’s academic interests
have taken her on many educational
voyages, including her time spent
researching in Dakar, Senegal. During this
time, she was able to reflect on the erasure
and displacement of her African heritage
while immersing herself into the West
African region.
Tiffany is the youngest of three and was raised in a loving,
Christian home by her two biological parents. She regularly
attends church in Chicago but has not yet found a church home in
St. Louis. She believes that all of her accomplishments are a result
of God’s favor and mercy, as she continues to keep Him first in
her life. We are very excited to have Tiffany be a part of NCLS!

