Donations:

support...

Although we charge some of our clientele on a sliding financial scale in
order to bring ownership to the process, this ministry is not selfsustaining. The majority of our support requires the partnership of
God’s people to financially enter in, take up the cause and give
generously so this ministry may continue.
Online:

By Check:

www.newcovenantlegalservices.org
Click “Donations” link at bottom of
page

Make checks payable to:
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volunteer...
While the bulk of the legal work of NCLS is done by its director, we rely on
volunteers including attorneys and others who are willing to help the urban poor
work through legal issues. The St. Louis Christian legal community is blessed with
an extraordinary number of talented and experienced law professionals and part
of our mission is to engage and coordinate these legal resources.

contact...

New Covenant Legal Services
Al W. Johnson
4236 Lindell Blvd, Suite 201
Saint Louis, MO 63108
(314) 726-6489 - awj@awj-law.com

NCLS Case Update
We recently settled a case involving an illegal strip search of a young man by a local municipal police officer. Following the
arrest and strip search the officer contacted the young man via phone and solicited him for a sexual act. The young man was
understandably upset that a law enforcement officer would act this way. After NCLS commenced its representation and filed a
complaint with the municipality, the officer was fired and we succeeded in obtaining a dismissal of the traffic charges that
were filed against our client. Finally, the municipality agreed to a confidential monetary settlement.
NCLS has also recently opened files on a number of new cases. One of our new cases concerns a young man who was recently released from prison after serving thirteen years. After he completed his sentence the original sentencing judge very kindly
helped him to get a job with a trucking company. During his time in prison, however, The Missouri Family Support Division
(“FSD”) claimed that he accumulated over $50,000 in back child support. When he attempted to challenge this, the FSD arbitrarily revoked his driver’s license, which resulted in the immediate loss of his job. NCLS is representing him in this case in
an attempt to challenge the child support arrearage and to seek justice for the wrongs he has already experienced.
Another case involves a young single mother and her two children living in the city. Her rental property is infested with rats
and mice, but her landlord refuses to fix it. This property has been under active scrutiny from the attorney general’s office, and
NCLS has been working with an assistant attorney general who will assist us if this case goes to trial. Our young client has
been living in fear of using the front door to her apartment due to constant gun violence happening outside. She keeps her
apartment spotless, yet still has holes where mice have eaten through the wall in several rooms. Her daughter’s bed was even
destroyed by the mice. We are trying to help this family find alternate housing and reach a satisfactory conclusion to their
case.
A third case involves a woman who rented a house in St. Louis. She moved in not realizing the extensive problems including
rats, plumbing issues (backing up sewage water and rat feces into the basement and bathroom), mold, and rotting floors. Our
client originally tried to work with her landlord to get the issues fixed but was consistently ignored. Feeling frustrated, she
went to Channel 2 News to see if they could help. As a result of her call, Channel 2 reached out to the property management
company. Within 24 hours of being called, the management company retaliated against our client with a list of lease violations and a demand that she rectify them by a certain date, or she would be evicted. The landlord then filed an eviction lawsuit
against her, making it almost impossible for her to find a new place to rent. NCLS as been helping her find a new home and
we are taking action to protect her from further litigation.
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We have been blessed with remarkable
success in many of our cases, however
litigation is a complicated process. Some
cases are settled; some are tried. While it
would be nice to experience a clear win or
loss each time, not all cases are so cut and
dried. We have shared many of the good
outcomes that New Covenant Legal
Services has successfully worked through,
but the truth is not all of our cases end as
we would like them to. One such case
involved a legal battle over the
guardianship of a young girl. Her mother
had been in prison and signed guardianship
papers allowing a relative to care for the
child. As the relationship between the
mother and guardian began to deteriorate,
it became clear that legal action was
needed to help clarify guardianship. Our
client came to us after she was released
from prison desperate to get her daughter
back.
After working tirelessly on the case for
over a year, it was finally tried in October
of 2018. The trial lasted two days and was
carefully presented. Then the waiting for
the Judge’s decision began. Our team felt
that the trial had gone well and that the
judge had listened carefully to all
information that was presented. We were
confident that the outcome would shift the
guardianship in a way that our client would
be able to see her daughter more regularly.
When we received the judgment three

months later, however, our client was only
given supervised visitation with her child.
It was a heartbreaking decision. After a
loss NCLS remains in contact to help our
clients process. For our client, part of that
included helping her set up the supervised
visitations and facilitating important
meetings in our office. We also check with
our clients to make sure everything is
going well emotionally. We are able to
offer prayer and help as needed. No matter
the outcome, NCLS will continue to reach
out to provide prayer, comfort, and help.
So, what happened? While we can build
our case, present the information we have
as carefully as possible, and argue our
points, there are many different
components that go into a trial. We are
often times dependent on the honest and
full disclosure of the clients we work with.
Usually our arguments are successful, but
sometimes a Judge will find the arguments
presented by the opposing attorney to be
more persuasive. Every case that comes to
us is handled with a large amount of time
and care. That does not mean we can “win”
them all. At NCLS we are grateful for
each and every successful outcome we
have received, and we continue to strive to
serve each case with the utmost care and
dedication.
Please see the back page for a story of our
recent success and some case updates.

NCLS Office Expansion Takes Center Stage
Months of careful planning are finally
paying off as NCLS has begun construction
on our new office expansion! Three weeks
ago our contractor, Luis, cut a new doorway
into our south wall and in doing so more
than doubled our current office size. The
new space was completely raw at first,
requiring new paint and carpet, as well as
furniture.
Since that doorway was cut three weeks ago
our team has made quite a bit of progress.
Within a week we had new door frames and
required drywall touch-ups were finished. A
group of NCLS volunteers (including our
ageless Director and his wife, Susan) came
on a Saturday to paint the new office space.
NCLS board member Melissa Elliott also
worked tirelessly to find carpet that would
blend well with the carpet in our current
space. The old carpet has been torn out and
new carpet was recently installed!

Announcing Our Two New Directors!
New Covenant Legal Services is delighted to
announce our two new board members: Aaron
Henning and Eric Bronner. Mr. Henning is the
Founder and Director of Harambee, a St. Louis
ministry that provides at-risk youth with
opportunities to develop their character through
construction and other professional projects. Mr.
Henning and his wife Caren live in the West End
neighborhood of St. Louis with their six children
and attend New City Fellowship Church, where
Mr. Henning is an elder.

L-R: Al Johnson, Melissa Elliiott, Gary and Robin Leibovich, Kurt Eisleben

In true remodeling style everything took slightly longer than anticipated, but with help and hard work we are almost
finished. The growth has been amazing to see over the last year! It is evident that God’s favor has been on us and it will be
exciting to see where God’s direction leads us in this upcoming year.

Mr. Bronner is a practicing attorney who has been
one of our most dedicated volunteers. His history
with New Covenant Legal Services as well as his
heart to help the community make him a natural fit
for our board. Mr. Bronner and his wife Halli live
in Webster Groves with their three children and
attend the Journey Church.

New Horizons for NCLS Intern George Boden
NCLS will be saying goodbye to our longtime volunteer law clerk this May.
George Boden, a soon to be graduate of Washington University School of Law,
has volunteered with NCLS since 2015 and has been an invaluable part of our legal ministry during that time. Upon graduating George will return home to Chicago where he will begin his career as an associate at a large law firm.

The NCLS family mourns the loss of Rev. Kurt Lutjens,
longtime friend and supporter of NCLS. Kurt retired as the
Pastor of Grace and Peace Fellowship in St. Louis
last year. He was diagnosed with a rare form of cancer approximately one month ago, and passed away on Friday,
March 29, 2019. Kurt is survived by a brother, Ron Lutjens,
who is also a local pastor, and three children, Jeff, Heidi,
and Carrie. He was preceded in death by his wife, Susan.

Kurt Lutjens

Eric Bronner

NCLS has been blessed with tremendous growth during the past year and we are fortunate to have both Mr. Henning
and Mr. Bronner on our team to help guide NCLS going forward.

NCLS Loses a Friend

NCLS Director Al Johnson said of Kurt: “No one that I
have ever met in my life exemplified the Christian virtues
of kindness, patience, and generosity better than Kurt. He
was one of the first pastors in St. Louis that came alongside
us when we started NCLS in 2013. Until his death Kurt
continued to be both a financial supporter as well as a
friend that I frequently consulted with regarding justice issues. We rejoice in his victory, but he will be badly missed
by many in St. Louis.”

Aaron Henning

“I began volunteering at NCLS while I was an undergraduate at St. Louis
University. It has been inspiring to watch NCLS grow from a small operation run
out of Al’s house to a thriving ministry capable of handling hundreds of matters
each year. I know NCLS will continue to thrive and impact the St. Louis community positively under Al’s leadership, and I plan to remain in close contact with the
ministry going forward.”

George Boden

“Volunteering at NCLS has impressed upon me the tremendous impact law has on
people’s lives. I believe that everyone deserves capable legal representation. But
for many of the underserved in this City affording a lawyer is out of the question
and going to court can be the worst experience of their lives. NCLS is often the
first time for many of our clients that a lawyer has actually been in their corner,
and their gratefulness is tangible. The work NCLS does every day truly changes
people’s lives and I am blessed to have been a small part of this ministry.”

Having George work with our ministry has been a blessing and we are very sorry to see him leave, but this is not goodbye forever! George will continue to assist NCLS from afar as we grow. We wish him the best of luck as he
graduates and starts this new chapter of his life!

