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Donations: 

Although we charge some of our clientele on a sliding financial scale in 
order to bring ownership to the process, this ministry is not self-
sustaining.  The majority of our support requires the partnership of 
God’s people to financially enter in, take up the cause and give 
generously so this ministry may continue.   

By Check: 
Make checks payable to:  
 

New Covenant Legal Services 

4236 Lindell Blvd, Suite 201 
St. Louis, MO 63108 

Online: 
www.newcovenantlegalservices.org 
Click “Donations” link at bottom of 
page 

While the bulk of the legal work  of NCLS is done by its director, we rely on 
volunteers including attorneys and others who are willing to help the urban poor 
work through legal issues.  The St. Louis Christian legal community is blessed with 
an extraordinary number of talented and experienced law professionals and part 
of our mission is to engage and coordinate these legal resources. 

New Covenant Legal Services 
Al W. Johnson 

4236 Lindell Blvd, Suite 201 
Saint Louis, MO 63108 

(314) 726-6489 - awj@awj-law.com 

volunteer... contact... 

 45 Years in Prison ... p. 1 

 Fighting the Goliath of 
Predatory Landlords p. 3 

 CLS Conference ....... p. 3 

 Volunteer Spotlight: 
Michelle Marshall  .. p. 4 

Al W. Johnson -- Attorney at Law 
Director, NCLS Ministry 

Volunteer Spotlight: NCLS Counselor Michelle Marshall 

 You read the title correctly: at age nineteen 
Maurice (he has given us permission to use 
his real name) was sentenced to 45 years in 
prison by a St. Louis City Circuit Judge as a 
non-violent first-offender. To put that into 
perspective, a life-sentence in Missouri is 
considered to be 30 years. In St. Louis City, 
defendants who have committed homicide 
routinely average sentences of 20-25 years 
in prison. How could this happen? The 
unbelievable story of Maurice Cox is 
documented in summary form herein. New 
Covenant Legal Services (NCLS), with the 
support of political and religious leaders, is 
attempting to get Maurice’s sentence 
reduced to a more reasonable 12-year 
sentence by filing a motion under Missouri 
Statute § 558.046 RSMo. which allows for a 
sentence reduction in a drug-involved crime. 
We believed that Maurice’s case qualifies 
because drug use contributed to the original 
crimes and the ultimate revocation of 
Maurice’s probation. 

In the summer of 2010 Maurice became 
involved in a series of seven burglaries in the 
City of St. Louis. Six of these were first 
degree burglaries, which means that a 
resident was in the home when the burglary 
occurred. Maurice and his attorneys make 
no effort to minimize the seriousness of the 
crimes. On December 7, 2010, Maurice pled 

guilty to all charges of burglary against him. 
Admittedly, the sentencing judge granted 
him a big break: he was given probation 
with a special condition of the probation 
required him to stay out of the two 
neighborhoods where he committed the 
burglaries.  

On March 7, 2011, Maurice was attending a 
Youth Church meeting located in the Tower 
Grove South neighborhood, an area that he 
was ordered to stay out of. At the meeting 
he was involved in a physical altercation 
with a female with whom he had a prior 
relationship. According to Maurice and at 
least one other witness, the altercation was 
minor and involved pushing and shoving 
with no visible injuries to the young woman. 
Several days later, Maurice was arrested by 
St. Louis City Police and charged with 
misdemeanor assault, which ultimately led 
to a probation revocation hearing. As 
punishment, the Probation Office 
recommended a 120-day period of shock 
probation confinement for Mr. Cox in the 
Missouri State Penitentiary.  

The Probation Revocation Hearing 

On May 27, 2011, the probation revocation 
hearing was held in front of the original 
sentencing judge. Believing he was going to 
receive the 
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Michelle Marshall is our newest addition to our volunteer staff here at New 
Covenant.  Michelle currently volunteers around 4 hours a week to come in and 
counsel with clients who are struggling through difficult family and financial 
circumstances.  There are currently 5-6 clients who see her at least once a 
month.  Many of them bring family members as well.  As a licensed counselor 
with over 20 years of experience, Michelle is able to uniquely serve our clientele 
and offers another venue for hope and healing.   

Michelle received her Bachelor of Science from Missouri Western State College 
and then went on to obtain a Master of Arts from Lindenwood University.  She is 
certified as a licensed minister, K-12 Guidance Counselor, and also has her license 
as a professional counselor.    

Michelle  is actively involved in her church, Refuge and Restoration Church; a 
church group who seeks restoration in the greater St. Louis area.  She is also a 
mother to 4 children including her son (Julius) and 3 nieces, (Evie, Elyse and 
Emmie), whom she has taken in.  Michelle loves to help people and we are 
extremely blessed to have her volunteer her time and expertise to our ministry. 

Michelle Marshall 



Fighting the Goliath of Predatory Landlords By: Bethany Tope 

120-day shock probation sentencing recommended 
by the Probation Office, Maurice admitted that he 
had violated his probation by violating two technical 
violations: (1) marijuana use and (2) presence in the 
Tower Grove South neighborhood. The State 
prosecutor took no sentencing position at the 
revocation hearing but merely noted to the Court 
that the original recommendation for Maurice’s 
burglary crime had been ten years. The Probation 
Officer reiterated the 120-day sentence 
recommendation. 

But this time, the judge sentenced Maurice to three 
consecutive 15-year sentences—45 years in total. 
The judge was apparently angered by the fact that he 
believed he had given Mr. Cox a substantial break at 
the time of the original sentencing, and that Maurice 
had, in a relatively short period of time, violated the 
terms of his probation. 

Comparable Sentences from the City of 
St. Louis Circuit Court 

There are no similar cases with a comparable 
sentence that we are aware of in the St. Louis 
Metropolitan area. First degree burglaries are serious crimes 
but normally merit probation on the first offense unless there 
is violent injury to the victim. Persistent offenders in violent 
crimes – such as armed robberies – frequently receive 
sentences of 10-15 years or less. Likewise, penitentiary 
sentences are normally not given for probation revocations 
on non-violent offenders based only on technical violations, 
which was the case here.  

Collateral Impact on Maurice Cox 

Under his current sentence Maurice Cox has been advised 
that he will not be able to be considered for parole release 
until 2022—when he is over 30 years old. His original 
placement in the Bonne Terre Correctional Institute put him 
in a setting with a population of generally older and much 
more violent offenders. At one point Maurice was placed in a 
cell with an inmate who had been convicted of murder, and 
who was a white supremacist. Due to his young age—19 at 
the time of his initial incarceration—and his small stature—
5’8”, 150 pounds—Maurice has been a frequent target of 
aggression by other inmates.  

During his first three years of incarceration, Maurice 

experienced periodic bouts with depression and suicidal 
thoughts due to what he viewed as his hopeless situation.  
Maurice Cox was transferred to Potosi Correctional Institute 
in June of 2015, an institute with many offenders who are 
serving life sentences and who have no hope of getting out, 
making the institution a much more volatile one.  He recently 
has been transferred back to the Bonne Terre Correctional 
Institute and is doing much better.  Among other things, he 
has been allowed to enroll in numerous rehabilitation 
programs. 

Per our request, a sentence reduction to 12 years would 
make Maurice immediately eligible for parole consideration 
as well as a transfer to an institution that is populated by 
fewer violent offenders.  

On Thursday, November 7, 2019 we filed a motion pursuant § 
558.046 RSMo. to reduce Maurice’s sentence to 12 years.  
The case is pending in St. Louis City Circuit Court. If we are 
able to obtain this reduction in sentence, Maurice will be 
immediately eligible for parole which will allow him a chance 
to get his life back. Please call or e-mail us today at NCLS to 
find out how you can get on the team to get justice for 
Maurice Cox! 

  

As you all know, approximately 40% of our case load has been 
dedicated to landlord/tenant cases here in the City of St. Louis.  
One of the biggest landlord entities is TEH Realty.  Based out of 
Kansas City and largely owned by investors from Israel, TEH has 
been rapidly buying up numerous low-income properties in St. 
Louis since 2014.  The TEH 
figurehead, Eliram Rabin, has 
been bombarded by news 
teams and disgruntled workers 
demanding action and payment.  
The company seems to be run 
in a classic case of “the left 
hand not knowing what the 
right hand is doing,” and the 
biggest question that arises is, “Where is all of the rent money 
going?”  As the company begins to implode financially, more 
and more problems are left unfixed and unresolved in the 
apartment complexes.  TEH continues to collect rent but has 
hundreds of individuals living in multiple complexes without 
heat, running water, or safe and secure apartment buildings.   
 

In the last week or so, we have taken yet another new client 
who is living in one of the TEH apartment complexes.  Al and I 
visited the young lady’s apartment to get pictures and a better 
understanding of the conditions in which she is living.  Upon 
arrival, it was apparent that the building was unlocked and that 
the ground floor apartments were both abandoned and 
unlocked, causing frequent use by squatters. The building itself 
was cold due to the lack of working heat and the entry way was 
full of debris.  As we made our way into her apartment, we 
could feel that she had space heaters going and saw that the 
oven was open and on as well. 

 

She then offered to show me the basement.  I followed her 
down the stairs and was met by a huge pile of trash and 
abandoned refrigerator on the basement landing.  The 
entrance to the basement was all but blocked.  We managed to 
open the basement door and as I squeezed through, I was met 
by the sound of rushing water.  I  investigated and was shocked 
to see water spewing from the ceiling and wall of the basement 
showering over the useless furnace and pooling onto the floor.  
After taking some video, I quickly left not knowing if there were 
live wires mixed in with the water.  
 

As we continued to check out the premises and grounds, we 
included a visit to the property manager’s office.  It was both 
locked and unoccupied.  There were a couple of notices hung 
on the door stating that the property was entering new 
management, but they had apparently been hanging on the 
door for a while. According to several area news sources, the 
lack of management and property workers is largely due these 
individuals not receiving pay.  This is causing a mass exodus of 
TEH workers leaving the complexes largely abandoned and not 
maintained.    
 

Perhaps the most alarming aspect of all is the fact that this is 
not an isolated incident.  Hundreds of St. Louis residents are 
currently living in consistently worsening conditions as the 
weather becomes colder.  The lack of running water and heat is 
causing a feeling of not only neglect, but that the individuals 
living in these conditions are not being treated humanely.  
TEH’s apathy and lack of action is criminal.  Area news teams 
have been actively investigating and reporting the conditions, 
and many voices, including New Covenant Legal Services, are 
demanding that TEH and its owners be held accountable! 

 

A look inside the Bonne Terre Prison 

NCLS Director Speaks at  
National Christian Legal  
Society Conference 

Al W. Johnson, NCLS Director, made a presentation at the 
Christian Legal Society (CLS) National Conference held in 
Chicago October 29 through 31, 2019. Al’s talk was a CLE 
presentation to a group of Legal Aid Attorneys on the topic of 
Litigation Issues at Christian Legal Aid Clinics.  


