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support... 
Donations: 

Although we charge some of our clientele on a sliding financial scale in 
order to bring ownership to the process, this ministry is not self-
sustaining.  The majority of our support requires the partnership of 
God’s people to financially enter in, take up the cause and give 
generously so this ministry may continue.   

By Check: 
Make checks payable to:  
 

New Covenant Legal Services 

4236 Lindell Blvd, Suite 201 
St. Louis, MO 63108 

Online: 
www.newcovenantlegalservices.org 
Click “Donations” link at bottom of 
page 

New Covenant Legal Services (NCLS) provides legal services to individuals on fixed 
and limited incomes who cannot afford legal services. Our mission is to demonstrate 
that Jesus Christ’s love and justice are sovereign in the world. This mission will be 
accomplished through a Christ-centered approach to solving legal problems and 
achieving justice in partnership with churches in the metropolitan St. Louis area.  

New Covenant Legal Services 
Al W. Johnson 

4236 Lindell Blvd, Suite 201 
Saint Louis, MO 63108 

(314) 726-6489 - awj@awj-law.com 
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Al W. Johnson -- Attorney at Law 
Director, NCLS Ministry 

 New Covenant Legal Services Welcomes Brandi Miller 

Despite recent events, NCLS remains busy as 
we strive to continue our quality services on 
behalf of our clients.  We have 40 active 
litigation cases. With the courts effectively 
closed and an uncertain reopening date, we 
have been working to stay ahead in our 
caseload.  We have also had help from a 
number of volunteer attorneys, as well as 
our new staff attorney, Brandi Miller. In 
response to the coronavirus, however, all 
our staff and volunteers are working from 
home as we are generally allowing only one 
staff member to be in the office at a time. 

As we have learned in this crisis, injustice 
does not take a break, stand down, or 
shelter in place. At a time when a few of our 
clients have lost their jobs, they are still 
being subjected to overaggressive and 
unjust collection tactics. Approximately six 
months ago we settled a case for a young 
woman that I will call Sherry. She was being 
sued by her landlord who claimed that she 
owed approximately $3,500.00 in back rent. 
Sherry admitted that she owed some money 
in back rent but far less than the $3,500.00 
that the landlord alleged.  

We settled the case on very reasonable 
terms which required her to pay a lesser 
sum to her landlord and then move out of 

the apartment complex.  Sherry did 
everything that was required of her.   

Last week, at the height of the coronavirus 
crisis, Sherry called me very upset and on 
the verge of tears.  She had received a letter 
from a collection agency advising her that 
she still owed the $3,500.00 to the landlord!  
The letter threatened her with legal action 
as well as potentially ruining her credit if she 
didn’t pay the landlord $3,500.00.  

The landlord had taken Sherry’s money but 
had not honored his end of the settlement 
agreement. He had sold the debt to a third-
party collection agency and directed the 
collector to attempt to collect more money 
from Sherry.  As ridiculous as this sounds, 
unfortunately this is something we see on a 
regular basis at NCLS.  We are going to assist 
Sherry by writing the collection company 
and telling them that this case has been 
settled and that there can be no collection 
of any additional monies from her.   

Obviously, if that does not work, we will be 
forced to file a separate lawsuit on Sherry’s 
behalf against both the landlord and the 
collection company.   

 
Continued on page 2 

New Covenant Legal Services is thrilled to announce the hire of 
Brandi Miller as our new part-time attorney on staff!  Due to a 
generous grant from the Lutheran Foundation we were able to 
hire Brandi to assist NCLS with legal services for ex-offenders. 
This is a rapidly expanding area of focus for us. It is due, in 
part, to a recent change in Missouri law that allows persons 
convicted of some non-violent criminal offenses to obtain 
expungements of their records.  This helps people who 
committed certain crimes years ago get a clean slate, thus 
allowing them to acquire jobs.  She will also work on two of 
our high-impact cases involving ex-offenders: Jamie Wesley 
and Maurice Cox.  

Brandi has had a long history with New Covenant Legal 
Services, including being a Board member and volunteer 
attorney since 2016. Before law school Brandi worked as an 
intern for The Law Offices of Al Johnson – Al’s private law 
practice - from 1999-2001.  She earned her undergraduate 
degree from UMSL in 2000. Following that she attended law 
school at University of Missouri-Columbia from 2001 – 2004 
receiving her degree in 2004.  Brandi has been a practicing 
attorney in the St. Louis area since 2004 and has most recently 
held a private practice in Clayton with an emphasis on 
domestic/child custody, criminal and general civil law. Brandi 
also has held a number of part-time municipal court jobs 

including prosecuting 
attorney for Village of 
Uplands Park Municipal 
Court, and she has 
worked as a Municipal 
Court Judge for several 
area municipalities.  

Brandi is the proud 
mother of twin girls and 
she is very active in 
community affairs, 
including serving on the 
Maplewood Richmond 
Heights School Board. 
Although she must 
resign from the NCLS 
Board, she will remain 
as an ex-officio member. Regarding her new position as a part-
time attorney Brandi stated: “I am excited that NCLS has given 
me the opportunity to fulfill my goal as an attorney to help 
people who cannot afford capable legal counsel.”  

We are so excited to have such an accomplished addition to 
our NCLS team! 

Brandi Miller at NCLS Open House  



Justice in Corona-time by Hal Bush 

“He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and love the 
alien, giving him food and clothing” 

Deuteronomy 10:18 

 Injustice Does not Shelter-In-Place (  

As the United Kingdom was on the verge of entering fully into 
World War II, C. S. Lewis was asked to give a sermon. He 
delivered it in the autumn of 1939 in the church of St. Mary 
the Virgin in Oxford. His sermon has come down to us with 
the title, “Learning in War-Time,” and the main topic of his 
discourse had to do with education and learning, since he 
was of course at that time a college professor of English 
literature. 

Lewis wondered about the value of education and learning in 
times of national crisis: “What is the use of beginning a task 
which we have so little chance of finishing? Or, even if we 
ourselves should happen not to be interrupted by death or 
military service, why should we -- indeed how can we -- 
continue to take an interest in these placid occupations when 
the lives of our friends and the liberties of Europe are in the 
balance? Is it not like fiddling while Rome burns?” 

Lewis then goes on to list three main enemies for the pursuit 
of learning in the midst of chaos and crisis.  The first enemy is 
excitement -- the tendency to think and feel about the war 
when we had intended to think about our work.  Today we 
might use a term like distraction, or emotional edginess, to 
describe all the ways the media “excite” our emotions and 
distract us from focusing on our duties. 

The second enemy is frustration -- the feeling that we shall 
not have time to finish.  What’s the use of reading one more 
book, or writing one more review? Who cares, anyway—
when the world is disintegrating before our eyes? 

The third enemy is fear. War threatens us with death and 
pain, said Lewis. 

How familiar are we all with those three enemies right now, 
in the midst of our own Corona-time crisis?  Personally, I’m 
not an anxious person; in the course of my life I’m “chill,” as 
my students put it, and rarely feel stressed out. But I’m 
feeling it now, which makes me wonder how it must be 

feeling to some of my more anxiety-ridden friends, co-
workers, and students. 

I’m also quite aware of missing out on what I would consider 
some of the best “distractions” of my life.  I miss those; the 
ones that have been highlights of my springs throughout 
most of my life: such things as March Madness, The Masters 
golf tournament, and the opening days of Major League 
Baseball.  All gone, wiped away, in the twinkling of an eye. 

The good news is, all of these enemies have been defeated. 
Fear not, says the Lord, over and over. “God is our refuge, 
and God is our strength, an ever-present help in 
trouble” (Psalm 46:1).  And so our mission, centered on 
justice, marches on, too—and with God’s help, we will also 
not be defeated.  The work of NCLS continues, as does my 
teaching at SLU, and your own vocation: online, and 
remotely, but we all must find a way to keep on keepin’ on.   

If we do feel frustrated at times, that’s okay. Because we’re 
also able to see with amazement the resiliency and the 
resourcefulness of people all around us. The title above says 
Justice in Corona-Time, riffing on Lewis.  Maybe in these 
strange days, some of us are wondering what all the hard 
work and struggle has been for.  Have our best efforts meant 
something? Does NCLS mean anything, when the pandemic is 
hitting its stride? 

We can take comfort and strength from the final words from 
the sermon by Lewis, on the brink of “Total War” in 1939.  He 
wondered the same things, about the study of literature and 
the life of learning.  Here is Lewis’ conclusion: 

“If we thought we were building up a heaven on earth, if 
we looked for something that would turn the present 
world from a place of pilgrimage into a permanent city 
satisfying the soul of man, we are disillusioned, and not 
a moment too soon. But if we thought that for some 
souls, and at some times, the life of learning, humbly 
offered to God, was, in its own small way, one of the 
appointed approaches to the Divine reality and the 
Divine beauty which we hope to enjoy hereafter, we can 
think so still.” 

The same is true for a life in search of justice. It is nothing less 
than an “appointed approach” to the Divine.  So yes: we keep 
on keepin’ on… and we continue to ask for your support and 
prayers for New Covenant Legal Services—more than ever, in 
fact.  

As Wendell Berry once wrote: we “practice resurrection.” 
Even in Corona-time, 2020. 

Some other recent cases that we have been involved in include the following: 
 
 We settled a landlord/tenant case in late February on behalf of one of our clients who had rented a rat-infested house 

and then been evicted by her landlord when she complained to the news media.  She received a substantial monetary 
payment and NCLS received attorney’s fees for all of the time we expended on the case; 

 
 In the last month we have filed several cases against TEH, the dishonest landlord who has been exposed by the news 

media but continues to try to collect rent despite failing to provide basic utilities, such as heat, in apartments that they 
rented to our clients; 

 
 We have just filed a case on behalf of a foreign student at Washington University.  He was involved in a car accident in 

St. Louis City that was 100% the fault of the other driver according to the police investigation.  Within a month, 
however, he had begun receiving threatening letters from the other driver’s insurance company demanding that he 
pay over $4,000.00 to the insurance company for the damages to the other driver’s vehicle.  This incidentally is the 
same company that we have successfully sued two years ago under very similar circumstances. 

 
The court shut-down that exists in 
Missouri has been a blessing to several 
of our clients who will not face evictions 
or other legal actions for at least 
another four to six weeks.   
 
Unfortunately, the court shut-down has 
delayed justice for several of our clients.  
As many of you know, Maurice Cox had 
a court date scheduled for April 3, 2020 
on his motion to reduce his jail 
sentence.  It has now been continued to 
June 19, 2020. Maurice will spend 
another two months in Bonne Terre 
Correctional Institute before he learns 
his fate.   
 
Another NCLS client, Jamie Wesley, has 
had his case against the State Family 
Support Division put on hold for several 
months also.  Fortunately for Jamie, we 
have a stay order in place which precludes the State from trying to collect money from him that we believe is not legally 
owed.  With the help of our friends and supporters we continue to have our doors open – albeit on a limited basis – so we 
can assist those with legal problems who do not have sufficient funds to hire attorneys on their own. 


