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support... 
Donations: 

Although we charge some of our clientele on a sliding financial scale in 
order to bring ownership to the process, this ministry is not self-
sustaining.  The majority of our support requires the partnership of 
God’s people to financially enter in, take up the cause and give 
generously so this ministry may continue.   

By Check: 
Make checks payable to:  
 

New Covenant Legal Services 

4236 Lindell Blvd, Suite 201 
St. Louis, MO 63108 

Online: 
www.newcovenantlegalservices.org 
Click “Donations” link at bottom of 
page 

New Covenant Legal Services (NCLS) provides legal services to individuals on fixed 
and limited incomes who cannot afford legal services. Our mission is to demonstrate 
that Jesus Christ’s love and justice are sovereign in the world. This mission will be 
accomplished through a Christ-centered approach to solving legal problems and 
achieving justice in partnership with churches in the metropolitan St. Louis area.  
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Al W. Johnson -- Attorney at Law 
Director, NCLS Ministry 

 Volunteer Spotlight 
 

Matthew 25:35-36 “For I was hungry, and 
you gave me something to eat, I was 
thirsty, and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me 
in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed 
me, I was sick, and you looked after me, I 
was in prison, and you came to visit me.” 
 
The verse quoted above illustrates how 
critical Jesus felt prison ministry was to the 
work of the church. In 2015, shortly after 
we started NCLS, I was contacted by Mau-

rice Cox, a young man that I had met sev-
eral years earlier when he was a member 
of a high school track team that I coached. 
Most of you know the story by now: Mau-
rice had gotten himself in trouble with the 
law and had ultimately been sentenced to 
45 years in prison for a series of burglaries 
he had committed in South St. Louis City in 
2010. Although Maurice’s crimes were se-
rious, we felt that the Judge went too far 
when he sentenced him to a term of im-
prisonment that exceeds that of most 
murder cases in St. Louis City. After 
meeting with Maurice several times in 
prison and becoming convinced of the 
justness of his cause, NCLS decided to take 
Maurice’s case and explore all legal op-
tions that we had to obtain a release for 
him. The length of the sentence meant 
that it would be many years before Mau-
rice would be eligible for parole. 
 

NCLS Becomes Involved 
 

Because the time had run to appeal Mau-
rice’s original sentence that was handed 
down in 2011, we began to look at other 
legal options . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
With one full time attorney and one quarter time attorney, 
NCLS struggles to service an ever-expanding caseload. The 
only way we are able to keep up with the volume is the ded-
icated group of 12-15 attorneys who provide us with hun-
dreds of hours of volunteer service each year. 
 
A number of these volunteers take entire cases from begin-

ning to end including filing pleadings, conducting discovery, 
and ultimately trying cases in court when they cannot be 
settled. One of the longest-term and most dedicated of this 
group is Clayton attorney Matt Belz. A native of St. Louis, 
Matt is the son of Tim Belz, another NCLS volunteer, who is 
one of the nation’s most preeminent experts on religious 
liberty and Constitutional Law cases. Matt graduated from 
Priory High School in St. Louis in 2001 and then attended the 
University of Missouri Columbia for both his undergraduate 
degree and his law degree which he received in 2008. He 
currently practices with his father in Clayton in the Clayton 
Plaza Law Group.  
 
Matt is one of the unsung heroes in the NCLS volunteer 
base. His primary form of volunteerism is to assist NCLS with 
research and the preparation of petitions, legal briefs, and 
other critical court filings. He also proofreads most of the 
pleadings we generate at NCLS. No significant pleading or 
brief gets filed without Matt reviewing it carefully for any 
errors or miscited cases.  

 
A big thanks to Matt for his service to NCLS and our clients! 

Visit us Online at: 
www.newcovenantlegalservices.org 
 

Or on our Facebook Page 
https://www.facebook.com/
newcovenantlegalservices 

Maurice Cox 

 Volunteer Attorney Matt Belz 



 

 

  

“But You, O Lord, are a God full of compassion, and gracious, longsuffering and 
abundant in mercy and truth.” Psalm 86:15. 

Initially, we determined that the best hope for Maurice 
was to present an application for a commutation of sen-
tence to then Governor Jay Nixon.  
 
Before we actually filed our application, however, we did 
what we always try to do at NCLS: utilize the principles of 
Matthew 18 to attempt to reach out to our opposition in 
an effort to obtain their support for our action. With the 
help of State Senator Jamilah Nasheed, I had a meeting 
with Jennifer Joyce, the elected Circuit Attorney of the City 
of St. Louis at the time of Maurice’s conviction. At the end 
of the meeting between her and Senator Nasheed, Joyce 
agreed that she would support a decision by the Governor 
to reduce Maurice’s sentence to 12 years. We also met 
with the sentencing judge, Steven Ohmer and I advised 
him what we were doing. I have known Judge Ohmer for 
over 35 years, and I know him to be a good and decent 
man who generally makes wise decisions. Obviously, in 
this case, he went too far. Unfortunately, Governor Nixon 
failed to act on Maurice’s application before he left office 
in January of 2017. Initially, we viewed this as a huge set-
back for Maurice. Looking back, however, God had His 
hand in this case. Maurice, as he would later admit, was 
likely not ready to be released from his prison sentence. 
His institutional adjustment had been poor at the begin-
ning and it only improved slightly at the time we filed our 
application for a sentence commutation. He was still en-
gaging in verbal altercations with guards and other in-
mates.  
 
In 2017 and 2018 there were modest improvements in 
Maurice’s institutional adjustment, but he was still strug-

gling at Potosi, a maximum-security institution where most 
of the inmates are serving life sentences for murders or 
other violent crimes.  In the Spring of 2019, we were able 
to get Maurice transferred back to the Bonne Terre Institu-
tion and out of Potosi. This was significant because Bonne 
Terre offers inmates a number of classes and rehabilitation 
programs that are not available at Potosi. Maurice re-
sponded to this change in a very positive manner and im-
mediately began enrolling in a full range of programs in-
cluding drug rehabilitation, anger management, and also in 
college credit programs. 
 

A New Legal Strategy 
 

It was during this same time period that our research, 
which included some input from Maurice, disclosed that 
we might have another legal avenue available to us. The 
Missouri Governor had over 3,500 applications for commu-
tation of sentences or clemency pending and although 
Maurice’s case was a compelling one, there were many 
more that were more compelling. We discovered a Mis-
souri statute § 558.046 that allowed the original sentenc-
ing judge to reduce Maurice’s sentence if Maurice was 
convicted of a non-violent crime that was drug-involved. 
Our research revealed some bad news, however: we could 
not find a single case in the State of Missouri where the 
statute had ever been used to successfully obtain a sen-
tence reduction. Once again, looking through the lens of 
Matthew 18, we consulted with Maurice and jointly decid-
ed that, despite the lack of legal precedent, this statute 
might be our best avenue for the sentence reduction he 
was seeking. If it failed, we were prepared to go forward 
with another application for commutation to the new Mis-
souri Governor. We filed our original petition in front of 
Judge Ohmer in November of 2019. Numerous delays oc-
curred that were COVID-19 related. Although these were 
frustrating it actually worked to our benefit for two rea-
sons: (1) it gave Maurice time to establish a good record at 
Bonne Terre including no major infractions and the com-
pletion of a number of rehabilitation programs; (2) it al-
lowed us time to secure an agreement by new Circuit 
Attorney Kim Gardner that her office would not appeal or 
challenge whatever decision Judge Ohmer made. 

The Hearing 
 

Prior to the hearing on October 9, 2020, we secured ap-
proximately 30 letters of support from many churches, pas-
tors, and Christians not only here in St. Louis but through-
out the country. Many of our supporters submitted letters 
along with Dave Nammo, National President of Christian 
Legal Society, Bruce Strom of Gospel Justice Initiative, Tyler 
McClay of the Missouri Catholic Conference and dozens of 
other Christian attorneys, church pastors, and a number of 
other supporters individually. These letters had a powerful 
impact on Judge Ohmer as he acknowledged during the 
course of the hearing and afterwards. 
 
At the beginning of the October 9th hearing, Judge Ohmer 
appeared to be very skeptical of the legal or factual basis 
for our motion. He felt that he had given Maurice a huge 
break when he initially gave him probation on the case and 
that Maurice had squandered his opportunity by violating 
the terms of his probation. This is what led to the Judge’s 
decision to revoke Maurice’s probation and give him the 
lengthy sentence. Our approach to Judge Ohmer was to 
point out the great progress that Maurice had made during 
his nine years in prison and the likelihood that he had been 
rehabilitated. We chose not to go down the path of con-
demning Judge Ohmer for the 45-year sentence but to 
point to the positives. Maurice did an excellent job of pre-
senting his own case at the hearing, as did his mother, 
Mary Jones, and the only other two witnesses that we were 
allowed to have, John Holmes, Maurice’s former Young Life 
Leader and Deborah Williams a mother of Maurice’s closest 
friend from high school who is a local businesswoman. 
Maurice’s legal team that included Brandi Miller, and also 
our Legal Assistant, Bethany Tope, were all present at the 
hearing and assisted me greatly in presenting the evidence 
and preparing the post-hearing briefing that the Judge re-
quested. 
 
Although Brandi Miller and I did our absolute best with this 
case, the miraculous result is the product of prayer and ap-
peals from the faith community to Judge Ohmer. We had 
several opportunities along the way to work with some of 
our local secular social justice groups to attempt to get 
publicity for Maurice’s cause. This would have likely result-
ed in public accusations of racism against Judge Ohmer. We 
rejected this approach because we felt these accusations 
would have been unfair based on our knowledge of Judge 
Ohmer. I genuinely believe that he would have behaved the 

same way if this were a Caucasian who was similarly situat-
ed legally. More importantly, this is not how the Bible 
counsels us to behave in the face of injustice. Maurice and I 
regularly prayed for Judge Ohmer and his decision as well 
as for the victims of his crimes. I saw Maurice mature sig-
nificantly over the years while in custody. In the end he 
firmly believed that he was not a victim, but rather some-
one who had created his compromised legal circumstances 
and needed to call upon the mercy and justice of God to 
adjust the scales.  
 

Free at Last 
 

Once the Department of Corrections received the Court 
Order, Maurice’s release happened more rapidly than we 
anticipated. He was release on parole on Wednesday morn-
ing, December 2nd. Maurice will be required to spend ap-
proximately 4-6 weeks in St. Louis before being cleared to 
move to Texas with his mother, Mary Jones. In the mean-
time, NCLS is working closely with Maurice to assist him 
with a smooth transition. Maurice has a message for all of 
his supporters: 
 
“I just want to say thank you to everyone that supported 
me throughout this journey. God puts people in other peo-
ple’s life for a reason and I believe that the reason every-
body was put in my life was to help me succeed and to 
achieve greatness. I appreciate everyone.” 
 
We give the glory and credit completely to God for this mi-
raculous result! 
 

Maurice Cox with NCLS Director Al W. Johnson 

https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Ps%2086.15

