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support... 
Donations: 

Although we charge some of our clientele on a sliding financial scale in 
order to bring ownership to the process, this ministry is not self-
sustaining.  The majority of our support requires the partnership of 
God’s people to financially enter in, take up the cause and give 
generously so this ministry may continue.   

By Check: 
Make checks payable to:  
 

New Covenant Legal Services 

4236 Lindell Blvd, Suite 201 
St. Louis, MO 63108 

Online: 
www.newcovenantlegalservices.org 
Click “Donations” link at bottom of 
page 

New Covenant Legal Services (NCLS) provides legal services to individuals on fixed 
and limited incomes who cannot afford legal services. Our mission is to demonstrate 
that Jesus Christ’s love and justice are sovereign in the world. This mission will be 
accomplished through a Christ-centered approach to solving legal problems and 
achieving justice in partnership with churches in the metropolitan St. Louis area.  
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It is a rare occurrence when someone 
who financially exploits the poor is crimi-
nally prosecuted. Over the past year we 
have had numerous cases regarding TEH, 
the notorious 
slumlord who has 
been renting prop-
erties to unsus-
pecting tenants 
and then not 
providing them 
with basic essen-
tials such as heat, 
water, or regular 
maintenance. The 
case attracted na-
tional attention 
and then in late August resulted in the 
indictment of Michael Fein, owner and 
vice-president of TEH. Fein was indicted 
for defrauding banks out of $28,000,000 
in loans using inflated rent rolls and oc-
cupancy rates, according to prosecutors. 
Fein has apparently fled the country and 
is currently believed to be in Israel. It 
appears that he absconded with large 
amounts of money and assets as his real-

ty company faced multiple lawsuits in 
Missouri, including several filed by NCLS.  
 
It is somewhat a touch of irony that the 

U.S. Attorney’s 
office decided to 
indict Fein based 
upon his defraud-
ing of a number of 
banks and other 
financial institu-
tions. Last year we 
made a criminal 
complaint to the 
St. Louis County 
Police Depart-
ment’s office on 

behalf of one of our clients who paid her 
rent at one of TEH’s North County hold-
ings and subsequently learned that the 
property had been abandoned and she 
was without heat, and other basic 
maintenance services.  The County Po-
lice took a basic statement from our cli-
ent and from me but never did any fol-
low-up interviews or made any effort to 
investigate the case.  

New Covenant Legal Services 
is pleased to introduce two 
new participants in the min-
istry!   
 
Jasmine McCormick is our 
newest addition to the NCLS 
Board. She is an associate 
attorney at Mickes O’Toole, 
LLC and works primarily de-
fending private entities in 
finance, construction, fran-

chising, manufacturing, and other public entities as well as 
school districts and municipal corporations.  Jasmine’s liti-
gation background is extensive and includes both state and 
federal courts. Jasmine earned her degree at Washington 
University School of Law in 2013. She has acted as a media-
tor for the Better Business Bureau and participated in the 
Washington University School of Law Mediation Team.  Jas-
mine is also on the committee for Urban Young Life, a min-
istry that helps teen mothers in St. Louis City.  Jasmine her 
husband, Patrick McCormick and her two daughters attend 
Riverside Church in Webster Groves.  When not working 
Jasmine enjoys cooking and eating, spending time with her 

family and friends, and attending live music and theater. 
We will really enjoy getting to know Jasmine and are happy 

to welcome her to the NCLS 
Board! 
 
Lucy Grimshaw is our newest 
intern!  Lucy is currently a 
student at the University of 
Missouri, St. Louis.  She is 
studying for a Bachelor of 
Social Work and hopes to 
use her degree to help oth-
ers.  Lucy has recently won a 
scholarship essay competi-
tion for an essay she wrote 

about Martin Luther King’s 
1967 speech “Peace on Earth”.  She was recognized by the 
Missouri House of Representatives for her essay.  Lucy is 
passionate about civil rights and making a difference in her 
community.  Lucy is an active member of Destiny Church, 
and works at Shirlee Green Preschool when not attending 
classes. We are looking forward to having Lucy intern with 
NCLS.  Welcome Lucy! 

Jasmine McCormick 

Lucy Grimshaw 

Visit us Online at: 
www.newcovenantlegalservices.org 
 

Or on our Facebook Page 
https://www.facebook.com/
newcovenantlegalservices 



The Zombie Debt 

 

 (  

“Do not deny justice to your poor in their 
lawsuits”  Exodus 23:6 

In a story that subsequently appeared in the St. Louis 
Post Dispatch about the case I commented, “When an 
African-American female rips-off someone it is a crime. 
When a white businessman does it, it’s a civil matter.” 
Unfortunately, this is a modern-day fulfillment of Bibli-
cal prophesy:  
 
James 2:5-6: Has not God chosen those who are poor in 
the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the 
kingdom he promised those who love him? But you have 
dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting 
you? Are they not the ones who are dragging you into 
court? 
 
Yet, in my 39 years as a practicing attorney I am not 
aware of a single case where criminal prosecution oc-
curred when a poor person was the complaining witness 
against a wealthy business owner. The standard re-
sponse from law enforcement is: “get an attorney, this is 
a civil matter…”  
 
We are happy to report that we did get some measure 
of justice for one of our clients in the TEH scandal. Marie 
Ming – who has allowed us to use her name – was a res-
ident of the Springwood Apartment Complex in the 

North County Municipality of Bel-Ridge. She lived in the 
apartments for five years and paid her rent faithfully. In 
the last year of her tenancy she noticed what appeared 
to be mold in her apartment. After she and other resi-
dents complained to local officials the City of Bel-Ridge 
eventually condemned the apartment complex based on 
mold and other deteriorating conditions in the apart-
ments. Ms. Ming was forced to move her and her family 
out with three days’ notice and the only accommoda-
tion that she was offered by TEH was a few days in a 
cheap hotel. Her furnishings and property were dam-
aged by the moldy conditions and she was forced to 
eventually discard and replace virtually all of it.  
 
In 2019 NCLS filed a lawsuit on her behalf in St. Louis 
County Circuit Court in a case styled Marie Ming v. KM-
T.E.H. Management, LLC and SM-TEH Realty 1, LLC. 
When the TEH entities failed to respond to our petition 
or our discovery requests, we went to court and ob-
tained a default judgment against them on behalf of Ms. 
Ming for her damages and the attorney’s fees that NCLS 
expended. Shortly thereafter, the apartment complex 
went into receivership which meant that we could no 
longer attempt to collect the judgment against the inter-
est in the properties that TEH held. We attempted to 
pursue a garnishment against one of the TEH insurance 
companies.  
 
Two weeks ago, we received a call from an attorney for 
the casualty liability insurance company for TEH. They 
offered to settle our claim by paying the total amount of 
our client’s damages and our attorney’s fees! We were 
unable to collect on any of the punitive damages we ob-
tained in the judgment because they were not covered 
by the insurance company’s policy. It should be noted, 
however, that this is the largest single settlement that 
any individual has received in the St. Louis area from the 
dozens of lawsuits that have been filed against TEH. This 
is a great victory for our client and for NCLS. We give 
God the glory as we are confident that His intervention 
was responsible for this great victory for justice.  
 

In a recent newsletter we told you the story about Sher-
ry, a young woman who came to us after being sued by 
her landlord for alleged past due rent and for an evic-
tion.  We represented her in the case and eventually 
settled the case on very favorable terms for her.  Months 
later, she received a letter from a debt collector 
attempting to collect the alleged past due rent despite 
the fact that we had already settled the case for a much 
lower amount. NCLS became involved again and the debt 
collector backed down. Sherry’s case was, unfortunately, 
not an isolated one.  Every year we see dozens of these 
so-called “zombie debts”; they never seem to die! Peo-
ple who cannot obtain capable legal counsel end up hav-
ing their credit ruined or paying the same “debt” a sec-
ond time. 

 
Our most recent “zombie debt” case is that of a woman 
that we will call Cindy. She is a woman in her forties who 
works as a janitor in a local school system.  In 2017 Cindy 
had a tragedy occur in her life.  Her eighteen-year-old 
son was driving her car in Madison County, Illinois and 
got caught in the middle of a robbery attempt. He was 
shot and killed.  To compound this tragedy, the Illinois 
State Police seized Cindy’s car, impounded it, and re-
fused to give it back to her until the criminal case that 
arose out of the incident was resolved.  The car was a 
used car that she had purchased, and still owed over 
$10,000 on the loan.  When she was unable to make the 
next payment on the car the finance company began 
sending her letters demanding payment and threatening 
to impound the car.   
 
Fortunately for Cindy, a teacher at the school where she 
works is the wife of one of our volunteer attorneys at 
NCLS.  She accompanied Cindy to our offices for our ini-
tial meeting. Needless to say, Cindy was very upset and 
in a bad position. NCLS took her case and we first 

attempted to work with Madison County officials to get 
the car released to Cindy.  This process took us eight 
weeks and protracted negotiations . Once we obtained 
the vehicle, NCLS volunteer, Maurice Alexander found a 
place for the car to be stored while we negotiated with 
the finance company.  The car was bloodstained – from 
her son’s blood – and also had multiple bullet holes in it.  
NCLS sent a lengthy letter to the finance company which 
resulted in multiple conversations and negotiations with 
the one of the company’s representatives.  We finally 
worked out an agreement that required Cindy getting 
the car professionally cleaned at her own expense, and 
allowed the finance company to pick it up at the storage 
location.  In exchange, the finance company agreed to 
not charge Cindy anything additional for the car.  We al-
so secured an agreement with them that they would not 
damage Cindy’s credit in any way so that she could pur-
chase a new vehicle.  

 
Like so many stories at NCLS it appeared there was a 
happy ending; that is, until last month.  Nearly three 
years after we had the case resolved, the zombie debt 
reappeared.  Cindy received a letter from a debt collec-
tion company in New York who had apparently pur-
chased the debt from the finance company as part of 
their “bad debt” portfolio.  Finance companies maintain 
a series of debts that are deemed uncollectable.  Many 
of these debts are uncollectable for a reason.  In Cindy’s 
case, the alleged debt was deemed so because it had al-
ready been settled. The debt collector was demanding 
that Cindy pay the full $10,000 that she had owed on the 
car note.  We immediately wrote the debt collector in-
sisting that it cease attempting to collect the debt based 
on our agreement with the finance company. Amazingly, 
a week after we sent our cease and desist letter the debt 
collector sent another letter to Cindy, demanding that 
she resolve the matter.  This violates the Federal Act 
called the Fair Debt Collections Act.   
 
At this writing we have forwarded yet another letter to 
both the collection company and the finance company 
advising them that we are going to file a lawsuit in the 
City of St. Louis against both entities unless they stop 
their harassment of Cindy. We will update you in a future 
newsletter as to the outcome of this latest “zombie 
debt.” 

Trash piles up outside TEH apartment complexes 


